
 

New York Welcomes You 

Info:  www.ncrc.info 

The  

National Cave Rescue Commission 
of the 

National Speleological Society 
presents a 

Cave Rescue Operations and 

Management Seminar 
T

o
: 
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2020 National Weeklong Seminar 

June 12 - 20, 2020  

Camp Pinnacle, Voorheesville, NY  

Albany, and limestone cliffs in Thacher State Park 

Accommodations:  
Cabins with bunks, hot showers, delicious food! 

30min to the largest WalMart in the U.S. ð 2 stories! 

Travel:    Albany International Airport (30min) 
New York City Airports (3 hrs) 

Albany-Rensslaer Amtrak Train Station (30min) 

The Region: 
We should have a great selection of training opportunities, 
with only a 15 minute drive to Knox, Onesquethaw, 
Clarksville, and Ella Armstrong Caves, and on-site access 
to classrooms and an indoor gymnasium.  
Close by, Thacher Park has 6 miles of limestone cliffs. 
 
60 ï 80°F on the surface.  Bring bug repellent, sunscreen, 
rain gear, and long hiking pants to protect against ticks and 
poison ivy on cave approaches. 

48 ï 54°F in cave, with some streams and muddy 
conditions.  

Attractions: 
Statue of Liberty and all of classic NYC! 
Thacher State Parkðgo hiking, or climb at the new crag 
Shawangunksðclimb or hike in the famous ñGunksò  
Catskill Mountains and Adirondack Mountains 
The Thousand Islands 
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LEVEL 1 
Function as a cave rescue task force member 

Practice current cave rescue management techniques with 
a multitude of hands-on scenarios, and gain knowledge in: 

Cave environment 
Medical considerations   

Litter rigging and transport 
Personal vertical skills 

Basic vertical rescue techniques 
 

LEVEL 2 
Function as a cave rescue task force leader 

Level 2 is heavily geared towards vertical rescue in the cave 
environment, with more advanced techniques in medical 
management, vertical and horizontal rescue, team 
leadership, and incident management. 

 

LEVEL 3 
Challenge and refine technical and management skills 

Most sessions will be practical field exercises focused on: 

Crack and crevice rescue 

Technical rigging  

Water problems  

Difficult litter handling situations  

Emphasis is placed on small group scenarios and 
innovation. Throughout the week student teams will be 
presented with a variety of cave rescue problems and be 
expected to solve them with the assistance and supervision 
of the instructors. 
 

INSTRUCTOR QUALIFICATION 
Become an NCRC cave rescue instructor 

Persons skilled in aspects of cave rescue are encouraged 
to apply for Instructor Qualification. Necessary criteria 
includes completion of Levels 1, 2, and 3. 

 

PENDING COURSES: 

Other specialty courses may be offered, depending on 
interest and instructor availability.

Prerequisites 
Levels need to be taken sequentially, with no more than a 
four year gap between courses.  
 
ICS Training: 
Free on-line FEMA courses are required for each level. 
 
Entrance exam: SRT skills, knots, and retention of key exit 
skills from the previous level, if applicable. 
Required equipment will be checked at this time. 
 
Course-specific prerequisites are available on the 
registration page. 

About the Seminar 

REGISTER or 

find more information at:  

  https://ncrc.regfox.com/ncrc -2020-national -seminar 

 

QUESTIONS? 
   Email: 2020registration@ncrc.info  

This seminar consists of extensive fieldwork and classroom 
instruction in all phases of cave rescue. Training topics 
include underground environment, vertical rescue, hauling 
systems, extrication techniques, medical management, 
communication systems, and the organization and 
management of cave rescue operations. On the final day of 
training, the students are in charge of a large-scale mock 
rescue. 

Nearly 90 hours of instruction over eight days! 

Classes are physically strenuous and participants must be 

in good physical health. Students should be prepared to 

work in difficult situations, both above and below ground.  

Certification 

NCRC certification is provided for students passing the 

written and skills tests for Level 1, 2 and 3. NCRC 

certification is in accordance with NIMS Cave Search and 

Rescue Technician training requirements.  

 

Who Should Attend? 

Basic and advanced course material is  
presented for students who typically  
include cavers, emergency services  
personnel, and emergency managers.  
 
The first level is designed to fit the various 
needs of: 

Agency personnel with little to no  
 cave-related experience 

Cavers with little to no rescue or  
 medical experience 

Experienced rescuers looking for  
 intensive training 
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PARTIAL SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED! 
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